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Administrative Notes

• Please mute your phone

• This is a listening-only meeting, besides the pre-arranged 
speakers

• Please send any questions through Zoom chat function

• Enter your name on Zoom, so we know who is asking 
questions

• Please let PIOs know if you have questions. 
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Unified Command Team

Kelli Scott, Calhoun County Administrator/Controller

Ted Dearing, Battle Creek Assistant City Manager

Eric Pessell, Calhoun County Public Health Department Health 
Officer
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Additional Speakers Today

Durk Dunham, County Emergency Manager

Steve Hinkley, Calhoun County Sheriff

Dr. William Nettleton, Calhoun County Medical Director



C O V I D - 1 9  J O I N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R

Joint Operations Center: 
Lines of Effort and Priorities

Save Lives

Mitigate Suffering

Protect the Vulnerable
• Develop community-wide approach

• Create a virtual Joint Operations Center

• Respond to impacts and effect of the Shelter in Place Order

• Anticipate and prepare for COVID increase and surge capability

• Develop plan to reset and stabilize
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Purpose of 
Joint Information Center (JIC)

To provide current and relevant 
information regarding actions, 
activities and resources in the 
JOC in a combined format for 
community and elected 
leadership, as well as the 
media 

To listen to and determine the 
needs of all jurisdictions in 
Calhoun County
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Agenda

Current Situation - Pessell

Hospitalizations & Deaths – Pessell

PHD & Schools - Pessell

Jail Outbreak - Hinkley

Workplace Guidance – Scott

Election Reminders – Scott

Halloween - Dearing

Homeless Shelter – Dearing

Unemployment – Bizon

Comments from Representatives-
Open to Elected Officials or their 
representatives

Next Live JIC – Dunham 
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Current 
Situation

Last Updated: 10/14/2020   10 AM

Positive for 2019-nCOV 1,754

Total Hospitalizations 134

Current Hospitalizations 24

Deaths 48
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Positive COVID-19 Cases by Referral Date, Calhoun County, 2020
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Current 
Situation

Last Updated: 10/28/2020   10 AM

Positive for 2019-nCOV 2,631

Total Hospitalizations 171

Current Hospitalizations 35

Deaths 66
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Hospitalizations and Deaths

• Surge of cases is higher than we’ve seen

• The number of current hospitalizations is 
highest yet

• High number of deaths in the last week

• Conversations ongoing with local hospitals 
about surge capacity and emergency vehicles

• Situation is not sustainable
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PHD Work With Schools

• Last week, letter sent by County Superintendents about 
the latest surge and impact on local schools

• If this trajectory continues, schools may need to make 
additional changes to their operation, including in-
person instruction and extra-curricular programs
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Calhoun County Jail Outbreak

• Updated data

• COVID cases isolated to a single geographic 
area of the jail

• First outbreak in the jail, but not first cases –
continuing to follow successful protocols to 
mitigate spread
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MIOSHA Workplace Guidance

• MI Occupational Safety & Health Administration

• Emergency rules took effect Oct. 14 – in effect for six months

• Employer must:
• Establish exposure risk determination for employees

• Create a COVID-19 Preparedness & Response Plan

• Establish workplace procedures – like mandate masks, health 
screenings, update policies

• Create workplace procedures for cleaning & sick employees

• Train employees on new policies and procedures

• Follow requirements specific to different industries

• Michigan.gov/COVIDWorkplaceSafety
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Election Day & Voting Safely
• Do check your registration & find your polling place at your local municipal website or 

Michigan.gov/vote. If you need to register, visit your clerk’s office immediately with proof of 
residency.

• Do bring photo ID with you, or sign an affidavit before voting.

• Do wear a mask and know that all election workers must wear them. 

• Do request the Voter Assist Terminal if you have a disability or would prefer to use it.

• Don’t speak to anyone who says they are a poll watcher or challenger. They are not allowed 
to speak to voters. Report this to an election worker.

• Don’t leave the polling place without voting. If you are in line by 8 p.m., the law allows you to 
vote.

• Don’t allow anyone else to cast your ballot for you. You must place it in the tabulation 
machine.
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Voting Absentee
• Do sign the back of your ballot return envelope. Your signature must match the one on file 

with your clerk for your vote to count.

• Do hand deliver your ballot to your clerk’s office, or a ballot drop box in your voting 
jurisdiction. Do this as soon as possible, no later than 8 p.m. on Nov. 3.

• Do track your ballot at Michigan.gov/vote to make sure it was accepted. 

• Do know that all valid absentee ballots will be counted by bipartisan pairs of election 
workers.

• Do vote at your clerk’s office using an absentee ballot up until 4 p.m. the day before the 
election.

• Don’t mail your ballot at this late date. To avoid postal delays, hand deliver it.

• Don’t ask anyone to deliver your ballot for you, unless they are immediate family or a 
member of your household.
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Halloween Reminders

• Trick-or-treat hours & activities vary by 
location – see graphic

• CDC calls traditional trick or treating 
high risk

• If you trick or treat, social distance, 
move in one direction, don’t gather 
around a home

• If you give candy, do so outside

• Guidance & tips in our video
https://youtu.be/fonW7UA6w2k
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Battle Creek Homeless Shelter

• Services:
• Breakfast, lunch, dinner from SHARE Center

• Laundry

• Shower trailer operating soon

• Referrals

• IDs and birth certificates

• Bus passes

• Capacity: 38 daytime; 32 overnight

• Calhoun County Connects (formerly Homeless Health Fair)
• Duffle bags of blankets, toiletries, other supplies for shelter guests 

and community families
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Unemployment Insurance Agency
• UIA claimants can schedule an appointment online up to one week in 

advance at Michigan.gov/uia for the following issues. Phone 
appointments are available Monday-Friday, 8:15 a.m.-4:25 p.m.

• I filed under the wrong Social Security Number

• My claim is inactive

• I am unable to certify for all weeks needed

• I need to file a claim, but one is already filed in 

my name

• I do not have the link in MiWAM to file a claim



C O V I D - 1 9  J O I N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R

Comments from Elected Officials

Senator Bizon

Representative Haadsma

Representative Hall

County Elected Officials

Tribal Elected Officials

City Elected Officials

Township Elected Officials

Village Elected Officials
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Next Live JIC

To be announced.

No live JIC on Nov. 11, due to Veterans Day.
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Best Information Sources

Calhoun County Government and Public Health Department
calhouncountymi.gov
• Visit county site to sign up for all JOC press releases

City of Battle Creek, COVID-19 page
battlecreekmi.gov/coronavirus

State of Michigan, COVID-19 page
michigan.gov/coronavirus

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)
cdc.gov/coronavirus
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Contact Us

Calhoun County JOC Public Information Officers: 

Lucy Blair, Communications Manager for Calhoun County
LBlair@calhouncountymi.gov

Jessica VanderKolk, Communications Manager for City of Battle 
Creek

JLVanderKolk@battlecreekmi.gov


